BRANCH COUNTY COMMISSION ON AGING BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEETING MINUTES
May 21, 2024

Call to Order:
Vice-Chair Hurley called to order the regular meeting of Branch County Commission on Aging (COA)
Board of Directors at 2:00 p.m. on May 21, 2024 in the dining room at the H. & C. Burnside Center.

Roll Call.

Board members—Present: Directors Gordon Gentry, Julie Hurley, John Petzko, and Don Thrasher;
Commissioner Tim Stoll, liaison (present on Zoom). Excused: Directors John Hutchinson, Kimberly
Lindsey, and Janis Olney. Quorum established—more than one half of Board members physically
present.

Staff-—~Present: Debbie Ambrose, Amy Duff, Freda Leupp, Michae! Searing, Allen Underwood, Pat
VanDyke, and Sarah Wainscott.

Guests—Don Reid, reporter with The Daily Reporter.

Approval of Agenda:

Vice-Chair Hurley reported one additional Unfinished Business agenda item—Grahl Drive Walking Path.
Director Gentry moved, and Secretary-Treasurer Thrasher seconded, to approve the Agenda with the one
added Unfinished Business item as an amendment. MOTION CARRIED.

Approval of Minutes:
Secretary-Treasurer Thrasher moved, and Director Gentry seconded, to approve the Minutes of the April
2024 regular Board meeting as written. MOTION CARRIED.

Public Commenis. none.

Consent Items:
Secretary-Treasurer Thrasher moved, and Director Petzko seconded, to approve the Vouchers as
presented. MOTION CARRIED.

Staff Reports:
Board reviewed COA staff written reports—executive director, programs, MMAP, in-home services,
accounting (March 2024 preliminary), and nutrition—to put on file.

Unfinished Business:

Grahl Drive Walking Path

Executive Director Duff updated that the Grahl Drive walking path project was to go before the City
Council the following week. The design that was done by an engineer has a bid up for approval. The path
would start at N. Michigan Avenue with a crosswalk, and then go along the side of Burnside’s property to
Burns Park senior apartments.



New Business:

2023 Branch County COA Annual Report

The board reviewed the 2023 Branch County COA Annual Report. Director Petzko moved, and Director
Gentry seconded, to approve and send the 2023 COA Annual Report on to the Board of Commissioners
for their approval. MOTION CARRIED.

Minisplit for Mechanical Room

Duff reported the previous minisplit air conditioning unit in the mechanical room had stopped working.
Chair Olney had approved Duff to go forward with R.W. LaPine, Inc. of Kalamazoo to replace the unit,
which was then completed (for retroactive approval). Director Gentry moved, and Director Petzko
seconded, to retroactively approve the LaPine purchase and installation of the 1'4-ton P-Series Mitsubishi
cooling-only minisplit system to replace the existing system serving the mechanical room, for a total net
price of $9,195.00 as quoted. MOTION CARRIED.

Parking Lot Sealing Quotes

Bookkeeper Underwood presented three quotes for crack sealing, seal coating, and restriping of the
parking lot, with the recommended two coats due to the lot being heavily worn: 1) Belson Asphalt
Paving, Inc. of Reading for $8,617; 2) Excel Paving Plus of Coldwater for $8,950; and 3) TM Asphalt
Sealing, LLC of Mendon for $9,703.

The board reviewed bid factors, such as responsibility to apply weed/grass killer and remove vegetation,
scheduling project during Burnside’s closed hours and weekends, communication, number of jobs and
quality of jobs done in Branch County. The board noted Excel Paving Plus does a lot of jobs in Branch
County and seems to do good work. Director Petzko moved, and Secretary-Treasurer Thrasher seconded,
to approve the Excel Paving Plus bid for resealing the parking lot, for $8,950 as quoted. MOTION
CARRIED.

Public Comments: none.

Board Comments: Vice-Chair Hurley commented a patron had reported that the meals from COA’s Union
City congregate site are excellent.

Adjournment:
Director Gentry moved, and Director Petzko seconded, to adjourn the meeting at 2:20 p.m. MOTION
CARRIED.

Minutes submitted by: Sarah Wainscott, Staff Assist.,, BCCOA
Minutes approved by: Don Thrasher, Secy.-Treas.
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