BRANCH COUNTY COMMISSION ON AGING BOARD OF DIRECTORS
REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
February 18, 2025

Call to Order:
Chair Olney called to order the regular meeting of Branch County Commission on Aging (COA) Board of
Directors at 2:01 p.m. on February 18, 2025 in the dining room at the H. & C. Burnside Center.

Roll Call.

Board members—Present: Directors Gordon Gentry, Julie Hurley, John Hutchinson, Kimberly Lindsey,
Janis Olney, John Petzko, and Don Thrasher; Commissioner Tim Stoll, liaison (present on Zoom).
Quorum established-—more than one half of Board members physically present.

Staff—Present: Amy Duff, Freda Leupp, Michael Searing, Allen Underwood, Pat VanDyke, and Sarah
Wainscott. Excused: Debbie Ambrose.

Approval of Agenda:

Director Petzko moved, and Vice-Chair Hurley seconded, to approve the Agenda as written. MOTION
CARRIED.

Approval of Minutes:
Director Lindsey moved, and Secretary-Treasurer Thrasher seconded, to approve the Minutes of the
January 2025 regular Board meeting as written. MOTION CARRIED.

Public Comments: none.

Employee Recognition:
In-Home Services Director VanDyke presented a certificate of appreciation to Debora Combs, in-home
services aide, in recognition of 20 years of service at COA.,

Board Education:

Board Education—Medical Equipment Loan Closet

Sarah Wainscott, staff assistant, reported COA maintains an inventory of clean, gently-used, durable
medical equipment for loan to Branch County residents aged 50 or over. Examples of items available are
walkers, wheelchairs, shower chairs, and canes. COA loaned out 210 pieces of mobility and safety
equipment in 2024. The medical equipment loan service is supported by millage funds, monetary
donations, and donations of equipment.

Consent Items:

Secretary-Treasurer Thrasher moved, and Director Gentry seconded, to approve the Vouchers as
presented. MOTION CARRIED.

Staff Reports:

Amy gave an overview of COA staff written reports—executive director, programs, MMAP, in-home
services, and accounting (December 2024 preliminary).
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Unfinished Business:

Executive Director Annual Review

Executive Director Duff had requested a closed hearing for her annual review. Vice-Chair Hurley moved,
and Director Petzko seconded, to adjourn to closed session at 2:12 p.m. to consider the annual personnel
evaluation of Executive Director Duff. Upon roll call vote, results were as follows: [For: Gentry, Hurley,
Hutchinson, Lindsey, Olney, Petzko, and Thrasher. Against: none]. MOTION CARRIED.

The Board reconvened in open session at 2:18 p.m. Director Hutchinson moved, and Secretary/Treasurer
Thrasher seconded, to approve the annual performance review of Executive Director Duff, and to place it
on file. MOTION CARRIED.

New Business:

2025 COA Budget

Executive Director Duff presented the Branch County COA 2025 budget, that had been approved by the
County Board of Commissioners, for the COA Board’s convenience and information.

Public Comments: none.

Adjournment.
Director Petzko moved, and Vice-Chair Hurley seconded, to adjourn the meeting at 2:33 p.m. MOTION
CARRIED.

Minutes submitted by: Sarah Wainscott, Staff Assist., BCCOA
Minutes approved by: Don Thrasher, Secy.-Treas.
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