BRANCH COUNTY COMMISSION ON AGING BOARD OF DIRECTORS
RESCHEDULED REGULAR MEETING MINUTES
January 24+ 27, 2025

Call to Order:

Chair Olney called to order the rescheduled regular meeting of Branch County Commission on Aging
(COA) Board of Directors at 2:02 p.m. on Januvary 27, 2025 in the Grahl A room at the H. & C. Bumnside
Center.

Roft Call.

Board members— Present: Directors Gordon Gentry, Julic Hurley, John Hutchinson, Kimberly Lindsey,
Janis Olney, and Don Thrasher; Commissioner Tim Stoll, liaison (present on Zoom). Excused: John
Petzko. Quorum established—more than one half of Board members physically present.

Staff—Present: Amy Duff, Freda Leupp, Michael Searing, Pat VanDyke, and Sarah Wainscott, Excused:
Debbie Ambrose and Allen Underwood.

Guests—County Administrator Frank Walsh; Don Reid, reporter with The Daily Reporter.

Approval of Agenda:

Chair Olney requested the addition of a closed session [to review and discuss an attorney-client privileged
opinion letter dated January 17, 2025, issued by Attorney Bonnie G. Toskey of Cohl, Stoker, and Toskey,
P.C., Lansing, Michigan pursuant to MCL 15.268(1)(h}] to the agenda after New Business. Director
Gentry moved, and Secretary/Treasurer Thrasher seconded, to approve the Agenda with proposed
amendment. MOTION CARRIED.

Approval of Minutes:
Director Gentry moved, and Vice-Chair Hurley seconded, to approve the Minutes of both the December
2024 regular and January 2025 reorganization Board meetings as written. MOTION CARRIED.

Public Comments: none,

Board Education:

Executive Director Duff presented information on Branch County COA’s Kinship Care support group for
grandparents raising their grandchildren and for other relatives raising related children. This group meets
monthly at First Baptist Church in Coldwater, with dinner and an occasional speaker on a topic of
interest, while children and teens are supervised. This program is a partnership with Branch County ISD
Early Education Program and Branch County Coalition Against Domestic and Sexual Violence.

Consent Items:
Secretary-Treasurer Thrasher moved, and Director Lindsey seconded, to approve the Vouchers as
presented. MOTION CARRIED.

Staff Reports:
Executive Director Duff gave an overview of COA staff written reports—executive director, programs,
MMAP, in-home services, accounting (November 2024 preliminary), and nutrition.



Unfinished Business: none.

New Business:

Planning for Executive Director Annual Review

Chair Olney stated evaluation forms had been given to the Board of Directors, along with envelopes pre-
addressed to Olney, for the executive director’s annual review at the February 2025 regular meeting.

Closed Session:

Chair Olney moved, and Secretary-Treasurer Thrasher seconded, to go into closed session to review and
discuss an attorney-client privileged opinion letter dated January 17, 2025, issued by Attorney Bonnie G.
Toskey of Cohl, Stoker, and Toskey, P.C., Lansing, Michigan pursuant to MCL 15.268(1)(h) at 2:15 p.m.
Upon roll call vote, results were as follows: [For: Gentry, Hurley, Hutchinson, Lindsey, Olney, Thrasher.
Against: none]. MOTION CARRIED.

The Board reconvened in open session at 2:40 p.m.

Public Comments: none.
Adjournment.

Director Hutchinson moved, and Director Gentry seconded, to adjourn the meeting at 2:42 p.m. MOTION
CARRIED.

Minutes submitted by: Sarah Wainscott, Staff Assist.,, BCCOA
Minutes approved by: Don Thrasher, Secy.-Treas.
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